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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 
15.264), and State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-15, 
to hold City Planning Commission meetings electronically: 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairperson Robbins called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. and presided over 

the Pledge of Allegiance.   
   
ROLL CALL       
 
 PRESENT  

Graham Cousens, David Frankel, Ed Robbins, Chairperson; Pete Shelters, Jim 
Smith, Mayor Aron Lorenz, William Brundage (7:30 p.m.) 
 
EXCUSED     
    
     
ALSO, PRESENT John Martin, City Manager; Dennise Dryden, Recording 

Secretary; Tom Schultz, City Attorney; and Jill Bahm & Eric Fazzini, Planners from 
Giffels-Webster 

 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

MOVED by Lorenz, seconded by Frankel, to approve the agenda as submitted. 
 

YES: All          NO:  None      Motion Carried  
 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

MOVED by Lorenz, seconded by Frankel to approve the Regular Meeting 
minutes of May 26, 2020, as submitted. 
 

  YES: All  NO: None   Motion Carried 
 
 
MEETING OPEN TO PUBLIC FOR BRIEF COMMENTS 
 
Chairperson Robbins opened the meeting for public comment.  
 
He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on 
the phone.  There were 21 guests and they had no public comments. 
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There were no comments.  
 
 
Election of Officer – City Clerk  ORG-001-20 
 
Clerk Dryden called for nominations for Chairman.  Brundage nominated, and Lorenz 
supported, Ed Robbins for Chairman.  There were no other nominations and the 
nominations were closed. 
 
 YES:  All  NO:  None   Motion Carried 
 
Dryden opened nominations for Vice-Chair.  Lorenz nominated, and Robbins supported, 
Graham Cousens for Vice Chair.   There were no other nominations and the 
nominations were closed. 
                                                                            

YES:  All  NO:  None   Motion Carried 
 

Dryden opened nominations for Secretary.  Lorenz nominated, and Cousens supported, 
Jim Smith for Secretary. There were no other nominations and the nominations were 
closed. 
 

YES:  All  NO:  None   Motion Carried 
 

Dryden turned the meeting back over to Chairman Robbins. 
 

      MP-002-2020 
Master Plan 
 
Bahm thanked those who completed the survey sent to Planning Commission and City 
Council.  Nine responded out of eleven.  She is hoping residents will want to be involved 
in this Master Plan update.  Bahm provided an overview presentation which included:  
What is planning, why do we plan, what is the master plan, how does the master plan 
relate to zoning; important things to consider and getting the community involved.  We 
are hoping to hold an open house in the fall.  If we cannot hold an open house, we will 
use focus groups and online social media.  The next steps: she is working on a draft 
market study and public input opportunities.  She provided a rough timeline.  September 
open house or other input, October-plan goals/objectives, November/December-future 
land use, then implantation.   
 
Frankel asked if there is an effort in the study to look at infrastructure/technology to 
have more community involved.  Bahm feels Planning Commission does have a good 
handle on what the community wants but reviewed all the platforms they will have to 
engage community/residents’ input. Also at every meeting you do check in with the 
community for input.   



SYLVAN LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION 
Minutes of June 2, 2020 

 Regular Meeting 
 

3 
 

 
Smith made an observation, that he recently they saw the master plan has legal 
consequences and legal implications for 15-20 years.   
 
Bahm shared the survey that City Council and Planning Commission did which included 
top strengths/weaknesses, top opportunities/threat, trends and a 10-year vision.  She 
asked Planning Commission to do an exercise using their phone or another computer.  
She put a list of survey items up on the zoom screen (she provided the web address 
and password to participate) and as members answered them online everyone on the 
zoom meeting could see how they were rated on a scale.  
 
The next steps, Bahm will continue to do research on demographics, there is the market 
study and they will be providing a short survey for residents to do, which will have some 
open ended questions too.   
 
Shelters asked if there is anything Planning Commissioners can do while she is working 
some of the data.  Bahm asked them to look at their Master Plan. She can put together 
a packet of points for them to consider as they are reading it.  Focus on the current land 
use map and are you seeing anything that just isn’t right, because it may anticipate 
something you don’t think is going to happen or not allowing for things you think should, 
or more likely will happen.  Also look at the goals and objectives.  Do they need 
updating?  She has other reading materials if they are interested.     
 
Frankel asked for an overview of the marketing study.  He finds it interesting they would 
do without the 10-year goals and objectives solidified,  Fazzini added it is mostly retail 
based.  If developers want to develop retail stores, strip malls-demographics that are 
unique to retail industry.  Different tiers for spending capabilities.  It is important to look 
at with goals.  Bahm stated you take that information and determine if and how to 
incorporate it into your plan.   
 
Lorenz recalled seeing Keego Harbor’s study.  He asked if Sylvan Lake’s study would 
really be different from Keego’s.  Bahm stated it will be a little different.  Fazzini added, 
it will have unique numbers for Sylvan Lake for retail square footage capacity, for 
Sylvan’s demographics.   
 
Shelters mentioned the Michigan Municipal Legal has additional resources on Master 
Plans.   
 
 
CITY MANAGER/COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Martin thank Bahm for her work and liked the survey participation. He stated the master 
plan update is very exciting and important and he is hoping to have a lot of participation 
from residents.  Martin noted the unrest across the nation and locally with the death of 
George Floyd.  There are ways to be heard and not have all the violence. A 
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demonstration and riots are very different.  He asked everyone to keep praying and 
having positive thoughts.  We know you can’t just classify any group or persons 
together.   
 
Mayor Lorenz thanked Bahm for the great presentation and survey.  He is looking 
forward to having group get togethers.  Also hoping those with a quiet voice are allowed 
to voice their opinion for the Master Plan.  It is hard sometimes when loud voices take 
over and he hopes everyone will be heard and feel comfortable speaking their opinion.  
He asked residents to share their opinion on holding the fireworks July 3rd.  The 
Oakland County Boat Club is hoping to have them.  He stated if City Council allowed 
residents only it would be asking a lot from the police.  He is not sure residents want 
2000+ people in the parks.  He asked them to email the Mayor@sylvanlake.org to share 
their thoughts.   
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION COMMENTS 
 
Smith asked what is going to happen with the restroom at Ferndale park and by the 
bocce courts.  Martin stated they will remain closed as we don’t have someone to 
disinfect each time they are used.  He added the fireworks probably won’t  be allowed 
as currently only a 100 people are allowed to gather outdoors.  Also trying to make them 
private would be impossible.     
 
Brundage asked what the number of participants usually is for the fireworks.  Martin 
stated there has been upwards of 10,000.  He would estimate 7,000.   
 
Brundage is happy for the officer’s election tonight and thanked everyone for attending.   
 
Cousens thanked Bahm and thought the survey exercise was very clever.  He thanked 
his fellow commissioners.  It is a privilege and honor to be on the board with them all.   
 
Frankel asked if the bocce balls will need to be cleaned after using.  He thanked Bahm 
and Fazzini for helping with the master plan upgrade process.  They did a great job 
explaining it all. He felt is was a very productive and organized meeting.  Frankel 
congratulated all the officers voted in.   
 
Shelters echoed all said from the other commissioners, especially the productive 
meeting.       
 
Robbins thanked Bahm and Fazzini.  He wants to see lots of interaction with residents 
and is looking forward to future meeting dealing with this.  He thanked all of Planning 
Commission for working together and for electing him Chair again.  He also thanked all 
the guests on the meeting for attending.   
 

mailto:Mayor@sylvanlake.org
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Bahm is glad everyone found the meeting productive and useful.  She noted Megan 
Cuneo on the meeting.  She is a staff planner at Giffels Webster.  Bahm noted they may 
present or say many things, and this is just to get everyone thinking.   They are not 
telling them what to do or to put in their plan.   
 
Smith asked with the Governor opening things up more will the Planning Commission 
meeting still be utilized with zoom?  Martin stated zoom will be used until we can meet 
with bigger groups inside.  Currently only a group of 10 are allowed inside.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 MOVED by Frankel, seconded Smith, to adjourn the Planning Commission 
meeting. 
 
 YES: All  NO: None  Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Dennise Dryden, Recording Secretary 
 
      _________________________________ 
      Jim Smith, Planning Commission Secretary  


